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Player & Non-Player Conduct

Upon completing Module 14, the student should:

Know what illegal conduct is and be able to recognize it

Know what illegal contact is and be able to recognize it

Know what illegal participation is and be able to recognize |t

Know what constitutes unsportsmanlike acts by players an
non-players and be able to recognize them
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Key Terms

Butt Block

Face Tackling
Spearing

Face Mask
Roughing

Horse Collar Tackle
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lllegal Contact

Examples of illegal contact:
Piling on an opponent lying on the ground
Hurdling a opponent standing on one/both feet
Charge into opponent on ground or out-of-bounds
after ball is clearly dead (‘Late Hit")

Unnecessary contact not germane to the play
(“Unnecessary Roughness”)

15-yard penalty
Give signal 38

Personal foul

\—///
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lllegal Contact - Disqualification

Illegal contact requiring disqualification: s
Fighting ‘
Kicking or Kneeing
Intentionally Contacting Official

“Personal Foul”, brief description Personal foul
15-yard penalty
Disqualification NPy, 4
Give signals 38, then 47 f'

IHSA “Special Report” required
File within 24-hours of “ejection”
Keep it brief & only facts, no opinions Playerdisqalification
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lllegal Contact
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lllegal Helmet Contact

Using helmet to initiate contact including:
Butt Blocking
Face Tackling
Spearing

“lllegal Helmet Contact”
15-yard penalty
Ejection if flagrant “ ”
Give signal 24
If ejection involved, add signal 47
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Face Mask
Gras?in]g an opponent’s face
mask, helmet edge or opening — 2
types:

Incidental grasp
5-yard penalty
Give signal 45

Personal foul
Examples
Grabbing
Twisting
Pulling
15-yard penalty
Give signals 38, then 45
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Face Mask
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Roughing Passer or Long Snapper

“Roughing the Passer”

Unnecessary contact with passer
15-yard penalty
Automatic 1t down
Give signals 34, then 8

“Roughing the (ong) Snapper”
Charging directly into snapper when
team in scrimmage kick formation

15-yard penalty
Automatic 1t down
Give signals 38, then 8
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Roughing the Kicker or Holder

Contact that displaces kicker or holder

Examples:
Block, tackle, charge
Contact with kicker's plant leg

Exceptions: Contact is unavoidable and...
Kick was in doubt
Defense touched kick near kicker
Contact is slight & partially caused by kicker
Player blocked into kicker by kicking team

“Roughing Kicker or Holder”
15-yard penalty
Automatic 15t down
Give signals 38, then 30
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Running into Kicker or Holder

Contact incidental
Contact unavoidable

“Running into Kicker or Holder”
5-yard penalty
Give signal 30
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Roughing the Kicker
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Misc. Other lllegal Actions

“Helping the runner”
5-yard penalty
Give signal 44

“lllegal Kicking or Batting”
Must be an intentional act
15-yard penalty
Give signal 31

“Personal Fouls”

Examples:
Hand Slap to Head (“Bell Ringer”)
“Clothesline”
Player on teammate’s shoulders
Throwing helmet to trip runner
Horse Collar

15-yard penalty

Give signal 38
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Unsportsmanlike

Always a dead ball foul
15-yard penalty
Give signals 7, then 27

Examples:

Baiting

Taunting

Use of profane, insulting or vulgar language

Excessive celebration (bringing attention to one’s self):
Spiking the ball
Kicking the ball
Throwing ball high into the air or from the field of play
Not returning ball to official

Interfering with snap count of offense though the use of
words or disconcerting acts

Refusing to comply with an official’s request
Use of tobacco products
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Unsportsmanlike
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Sideline Decorum

Coaches, substitutes, and team personnel
must remain in the team box
Maximum of 3 coaches allowed in coaches area

All team personnel on the sideline shall not:
Display unsportsmanlike conduct toward
opponents or officials
Use illegal communication devices such as:

Computers, VCR's, television, camcorders
Exception: Audio only tape-recorder
Be on the field or outside team box unless
authorized by the referee
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Sideline Decorum

First offense:
“Sideline Warning”
No penalty yardage
Give signals 7, then15

Second offense:
“Sideline Interference”
5-yard penalty
Give signals 7, then 29

Third offense or more:
“Unsportsmanlike Conduct”
15-yard penalty
Give signals 7, 27
2nd Unsportsmanlike foul
Automatic ejection
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lllegal Participation

Examples:
A player shall not intentionally go out-of-
bounds and then return
Aplayer blocked out-of-bounds must return as
soon as possible
A player not legally in the game shall not
participate in the down

Injured player maﬁ‘( not participate for at least
one down after official’s time-out for the injury

Disqualified player

A player shall not deceive opponents by:
Pretending to be a replaced player
Lying on ground just prior to snap or free kick

“llegal Participation”

15-yard penalty
Give signal 28
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Review of Player & Non-Player Conduct

How many penalty yards are assessed for a
sideline warning?

Can a player who as been blocked out of
bounds return to participate in the down?

Is it allowable for a player to punt the ball
into the stands following a touchdown?

What is the associated penalty called and how
many penalty yards are assessed?
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Is this legal contact?
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Questions?
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